
EDUCATIONAL LEADERSHIP PROGRAM 
(Certificate of Advanced Study)

PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS

•	 Pursue postgraduate studies in school 
administration.

•	 Earn a Certificate of Advanced Study, which 
leads to NYS certification in School Building 
Leader or combined School Building Leader/ 
School District Leader.

•	 Learn from expert mentoring throughout 
the program.

•	 Experience foundational courses integrated 
with internship experiences.

•	 Engage in cutting-edge learning with 
FranklinCovey leadership content.

•	 Develop both the character and competence 
to effectively lead an organization.

•	 Focus on dynamic cultural contexts, 
accomplished reflective leaders, and diversity.

•	 Prepare for success on the NYS certification 
tests.

•	 Analyze the latest information on current 
trends and effective practices.

APPLICATION INFORMATION

Application materials can be found on the 
Graduate School website:  
graduateschool.buffalostate.edu/admissions.

Be sure to complete the general Graduate  
School application as well as the supplemental  
materials for the particular program to which  
you are applying.

If you have questions about the application  
process, please call the Graduate Studies 
Office at (716) 878-5601.

FACULTY
Robert Christmann, C.A.S. Instructional Support 
Associate Former Director, Western New York 
Educational  Service Council, Former Superintendent, 
Newark Central School District (22 years), Grand 
Island  Central School District (5 years); Former 
President, New York State Council of School 
Superintendents; Superintendent Search Consultant 
and Member, American Association of School 
Administrators  National Governing Board

Sabatino Cimato, M.S. Lecturer
Superintendent, Kenmore-Tonawanda School 
District; Former Classroom Teacher, Supervisor of 
Elementary Education, Assistant Principal, Principal, 
Associate Superintendent of School Leadership

Kristin Dudek, M.S. Lecturer
Chief of Student Supports and Information, Director 
of Pupil Services, Director of Special Education, High 
School Special Education Teacher, Salamanca City 
Central School District

Roger Firestien, Ph.D. Lecturer
Buffalo State University International Center for 
Studies in Creativity

James Fregelette, C.A.S. Lecturer
Executive Director, Administrative and Operations, 
Erie 1 BOCES; Former Director of Finance, Safety 
Risk Specialist, Chemistry/Physics Teacher  

Susan Frey, M.S. Lecturer
Assistant Superintendent of Curriculum,  Instruction, 
and Personnel, Depew Union Free School District; 
Former Teacher, Alden Central School  District; High 
School Assistant Principal, Kenmore Town of 
Tonawanda Union Free School District; High School 
Principal, Tonawanda City School District

Susan Keller-Mathers, Ed.D. Associate Professor, 
Buffalo State University International Center for Studies 
in Creativity
Former Teacher, Buffalo Public Schools and New 
Orleans Public Schools

Karl Kristoff, J.D. Lecturer
Attorney, Hodgson Russ LLP; School and Municipal 
Law; Public Sector Labor Relations; U.S. Air Force 
Judge Advocate and Special Court Military Judge

Peter Loehr, Ph.D. Associate Professor
Former Teacher, Assistant High School Principal,  
Elementary Principal, Director of Curriculum and  
Instruction, Director of Personnel and Human  
Relations, and Superintendent

Jon MacSwan, C.A.S. Lecturer
Former Superintendent, Cleveland Hill Union Free 
School District (14 years); Former Special Education 
Teacher, Assistant Principal, Principal

Thomas McCully, Ed.D. Lecturer
Former Classroom Teacher, Enrichment Teacher,  
Program Supervisor, Elementary Principal, and  
Coordinator of Childhood Education

Kristin Overholt, Ed.D. Lecturer
Assistant Superintendent, Clarence Central School 
District; Former Middle School Teacher, Assistant 
Principal, District Teacher on Special Assignment, 
Department Chairperson, Director of Curriculum

Fran Paskowitz, C.A.S. Lecturer  
Former Classroom Teacher, Special Educator, 
Program Supervisor, New York City, Hamburg, and 
Lancaster School Districts; Principal, Herbert Hoover 
Elementary School; Director of Educational Services

Douglas Regan, Ed.D. Lecturer
Former Classroom Teacher, Elementary School  
Principal, Starpoint Central School District (24 years); 
Member, SAANYS Executive Board; Former Director, 
The Partnership for Smarter Schools
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Educational Leadership Program
Julie J. Henry, Ph.D.
Chair and Professor
(716) 878-5916
henryjj@buffalostate.edu
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